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What is claimed: 



1. 



A method of redirecting data items from a messaging host system to a user's mobile 



device, comprising the steps 

detecting a new data Item for the user at the messaging host system; 
forwarding a copy of the new data item to a redirector host system; 
determining whether the new data item should be redirected from the redirector host 
system to the user's mobile device; and 

if the new data item should be redirected, then packaging the new data item into an 
electronic envelope and transmitting the electronic envelope to the user's mobile device. 

2. The method of claim 1, farther comprising the steps of: 

\k user's 



storing the new data iteml in 



er's inbox coupled to the messaging host system. 



3. The method of claim 1, wmerein the detecting step includes the steps of: 

determining whether a new^data item has been received at the messaging host system for 
a particular user; and 

checking a forwarding file cdupled to the messaging host system to determine whether 
the particular user's data items should be redirected to the redirector host system. 



4. The method of claim 3, wherein the forwarding file includes a list of system addresses 
where the user's data items should be forwarded by the messaging host system. 
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5. The method of claim 1, further comprising the steps of: 

forwarding a copy of the new data item to the user's inbox on the messaging host system. 



6. The method of claiiri 1, further comprising the steps of: 

configuring a set of filtering rules for use by the redirector host system in determining 
whether the new data item should be redirected to the user's mobile device; and 

\ 

providing an access mechanism that allows the user to remotely configure and 
reconfigure the filtering rules. 



7. The method of claim 1, further com|5rlteing the steps of: 

configuring a user profile ditatase for use by the redirector host system in determining 
whether the new data item should bfc yedirel&ted to the user's mobile data device; and 



providing an access mechanism that 



illows a^ystem administrator of the messaging host 



system to remotely configure and reconfigure the user profile database. 



8. The method of claim 1 , furthencomprising the steps of: 
receiving the electronic envelope at the user's mobile device; 
extracting the new data item from the electronic envelope; and 
storing the new data item within the memory of the mobile device. 

9. The method of claim 1, further comprising the steps of: 

preparing a reply data item at the mobile device that is related to the new data item; 
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packaging the reply data item into an electronic envelope and transmitting the electronic 
envelope to the redirector host system. 



10. The method of claim 9, wh srein the electronic envelope is addressed using the electronic 
address of the redirector host system. 



1 1 . The method of claim 10, further comprising the steps of: 



extracting the reply data ite: 



from the electronic envelope at the redirector host system; 



reconfiguring the addressing information associated with the reply data item; and 



transmitting the reconfigured repiyclata item to the messaging host system 




12. The method of claim 11, furth&r co/nprfsing the steps of: 

receiving the reconfigured reply data item at the messaging host system; and 



storing the reply data item in a 



user's inbox coupled to the messaging host system. 



13. The method of claim 10, furthcx comprising the steps of: 

extracting the reply data item f\om the electronic envelope at the redirector host system; 
reconfiguring the addressing information associated with the reply data item; and 
transmitting the reconfigured rep^ly data item to a destination system using an electronic 

address included in the reply data item. 



14. The method of claim 1, further comprising the steps of: 

providing the user's mobile device with an interface to a wireless data network; 
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forwarding the electron lc envelope from the redirector host system to a wireless gateway 
system; and 

transmitting the electronic envelope from the wireless gateway system to the user's 
mobile device using the wirelessldata network. 



£3 



15. The method of claim 1, fi 
transmitting a deactivatior 



message from the user to the redirector host system; and 
upon receiving the deactivation message, prohibiting the redirection of data items for the 
user sending the deactivation mes sage. 



16. The method of claim 1, w? 



checking whether the user 



her comprising the step of: 



erei^tne determining step includes the steps of: 



accessing a user profile datapaseuncludipg^aTist of authorized users; and 



:iated with the new data item is an authorized user to 
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determine whether the new data item should be redirected to the user's mobile device. 

17. The method of claim 1, wherein the determining step includes the steps of: 

accessing a filter rules database including a list of filters to be applied to data items for a 
particular user; and 

\ 

applying the filters to the new data item to determine whether the new data item should 
be redirected to the user's mobile devi<L. 



18. The method of claim 1, wherein trie packaging step includes the step of addressing the 
electronic envelope using the electronic address of the user's mobile device. 
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19. The method of claim 1 , ^herein the data items are E-mail messages, and the messaging 
host system is an E-mail host sys ;em. 



20. The method of claim 1 , wherein the user's mobile device is a laptop computer. 



21. The method of claim 1, wherein the user's mobile device is a two-way paging computer. 



22. The method of claim 21, wherein the two-way paging computer includes a wireless 
network interface for communicating with the redirector host system via a wireless data network. 

23. The method of claim 22, whei ein the redirector host system is coupled to the wireless 
data network via a wireless gateway syste 




24. The method of claim 23, wherem the electronic envelope is addressed using the wireless 
data network address of the two-way paging computer. 



25. The method of claim 1, whereinjthe messaging host system is an Internet Service 
Provider. 



26. The method of claim 25, wherein 



the data items are E-mail messages, and the Internet 



Service Provider includes a mail server program. 



41 



CLLIT01 Doc: 427654 1 



• 



27. The method of claim 26, 
forwarding database coupled to t 



wherein the Internet Service Provider further includes a 
le mail server program for detecting whether a new data item 
received at the mail server should \be forwarded to a redirector host system, and for determining 
the electronic address of that redirector host system. 



28. The method of claim 1 , whepin the messaging host system and the redirector host system 
are coupled via the Internet. 

29. The method of claim 6, wherein the access mechanism for remotely configuring and 
reconfiguring the filtering rules is a web-page interface. 



30. The method of claim 7, wherein theaccess mechanism for remotely configuring and 



reconfiguring the user profile datab; 




^ web-page interface. 



3 1 . The method of claim 1 , furthfercomprising the steps of: 

configuring a user profile database for use by the redirector host system in determining 
whether the new data item should be -edirected to the user's mobile data device; and 

storing, within the user profilejdatabase, the electronic address of the user's mobile 

device. 



32. The method of claim 3 1 , furtherlcomprising the steps of: 

storing, within the user profile database, information regarding the type and configuration 
of the user's mobile device. 
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33. The method of claim 1 , wherein the packaging step further includes the steps of: 
converting the new data item into a compressed format; and 

placing the compressed! new data item into an electronic envelope that is addressed using 
the electronic address of the user's mobile device. 



34. A method of redirecting E-mail messages from a messaging host system to a user's 
wireless mobile device, comprising the steps of: 

detecting an E-mail message for the user at the messaging host system; 

forwarding a copy of the E\mail message from the messaging host system to a wireless 
redirector host system; 

receiving the forwarded E-mkil message at the wireless redirector host system and 



applying a set of user-defined filterinj 



loiles that determine whether or not to redirect the E-mail 



a wireless network coupled to the wireless redirector host 



to the user's wireless mobile device v 
system; and 

if the filtering rules determine thjat the E-mail message is of the type that should be 
redirected, then redirecting the E-mail tolthe user's wireless mobile device by packaging the E- 
mail message in an electronic envelope th^t includes the wireless network address of the user's 
wireless mobile device. 



35. The method of claim 34, further comprising the steps of: 

providing a filter rules database for stAring the user-defined filter rules; and 
providing an interface mechanism to tn|p filter rules database through which the user may 

define and re-define the filtering rules. 
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36. The method of claim B5, wherein the interface mechanism is a web page interface. 



37. The method of claim 3(\ wherein the web page interface includes an 
activation/deactivation switch fdf turning on/off the operation of the wireless redirector host 
system for a particular user. 
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38. The method of claim 34, further comprising the step of: 

accessing a user profile database coupled to the wireless redirector host system to verify 
that the user associated with the E-mail n^Sfcage is an authorized user. 

39. The method of claim 38, further cofilprising the step of: 

providing an access mechanisnithat allows a system administrator of the messaging host 
system to remotely configure and reconfigure the user profile database. 

40. The method of claim 34, wherein qie messaging host system is an Internet Service 
Provider (ISP). 
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41 . The method of claim 40, wherein the I^P and the wireless redirector host system 
communicate via the Internet. 
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42. The method of claim 34, 
mobile device communicate throi 
network. 

43. A system for redirecting datk items from a network to a user's wireless mobile device, 
comprising: 1 

a messaging host system coupled to the network for receiving data items associated with a 
particular user and for forwarding the\ received data items to a predetermined address on the 
network; and 1 

a redirector host system associated with the predetermined address for receiving the 
forwarded data items from the messaging host system and for redirecting those data items to the 
user's wireless mobile device. 1 I\ 

44. The system of claim 43, whereintthemetwork is the Internet. 

45. The system of claim 43, wherein trie messaging host system further includes: 
a sendmail program for receiving and transmitting user data items; and 

a forwarding file containing a list oi authorized user's of the system, and the 
predetermined address to which the messagmg host system will forward each user's data items. 

46. The system of claim 45, wherein the messaging host system further includes a local data 
store for storing the data items of user's having accounts on the messaging host system. 
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therein the wireless redirector host system and the wireless 
igh a wireless gateway system and a wireless communication 
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47. The system of claim 43, wherein the redirector host system further includes: 

a redirector software program for determining whether certain data items should be 
redirected to the user's wireless mobile device; 

a filter rules database containing filtering rules to apply to the received data items for a 
particular user; and \ 

a user profile database containing a list of authorized users. 

48. The system of claim 47, wherein the redirector host system further includes a wireless 
data store for storing the forwarded data items. 

49. The system of claim 43, wherein the data items are E-mail messages and the messaging 
host system is an E-mail server. \ / W 

50. The system of claim 43, further comprising: 

a wireless gateway system coupledVo the redirector host system and a wireless data 
network for receiving the redirected data items and for transmitting those data items to the user's 
wireless mobile device via the wireless data network. 

5 1 . The system of claim 43, further comprising: 

a filter rules database containing filtering rales to apply to the data items forwarded to the 
redirector host system, the filtering rules setting form a list of data item characteristics that 
determine whether the redirector host system will reairect the data item. 
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52. The system of claim 51, further comprising: 

an interface document coupled to the filter rules database for enabling the remote 
configuration of the filtering rules for a particular user. 

53. The system of claim 52, wherein the interface document is a web page. 



54. A method of operating a host system configured to redirect E-mail messages from the 
Internet to a user's wireless mobile device, comprising the steps of: 

receiving an E-mail message from the Internet for a particular user; 
accessing a user profile qatabase to determine whether the particular user is an authorized 
user of the host system; 

if the user is an authorized Viser, tlJen 



user-defined filtering rules to the E-* 



accessing a filter rules database to apply a set of 



mes 



Sage that dictate whether the E-mail message is the 
type of message that the user wants tb have redirected to its wireless mobile device; and 

if the E-mail message clears the filtering rules, then repackaging the E-mail message into 
an electronic envelope including the adaress of the user's wireless mobile device and forwarding 
the electronic envelope to a wireless gateway system for transmission onto a wireless data 
network associated with the user's wireless mobile device. 
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